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Dr Lynsey Quinn: Today has been a fantastic day. As I sat on the stage and watched Uber graduates walk across, it was only a number of seconds on the stage but yet behind that has been years of sacrifice, not just for the graduates but for their family members. It is more than a qualification. It demonstrates tenacity, time management and resilience. Closing one chapter, opening another.
Mariusz Zabrocki: Uber Pro is Uber's driver loyalty programme that rewards drivers for high performance and the more trips you complete, the more likely you are to be in the higher tier. So, it's available to everyone. It gives them access to additional earning opportunities, different benefits that help them both on and off the road. One of those benefits is Open University. 
Dr Lynsey Quinn: They also have the opportunity to transfer that to a family member if they so desire. This is particularly unique because it gives those who wouldn't have the opportunity to access fully funded learning through the scheme.
Mariusz Zabrocki: Almost 2,000 enrolled to Open University courses, and more than 100 already completed and we expect this number to keep increasing with time. 
Dr Lynsey Quinn: At the heart of the OU model is flexibility, minimum disruption, remote access, personalised support from our teaching staff, depending on workloads they can scale up or scale down study.
Mariusz Zabrocki: They have all kinds of backgrounds. They come from different countries, from different demographic backgrounds. They often prepare for new careers. They often have personal ambitions, to work in finance, to work in law, and we give them this opportunity. We want to help drivers to bring their career to the next level. 
Afra Mohamed: It's a great incentive to be able to give your drivers something to work with and have ambitions and perhaps have a career path.
Vijdan Kayitta: The tutors were really, really nice. You know, you could book yourself in a tutorial whenever you needed and it just kind of like fit in with life. I never knew that there was a scheme until my father-in-law mentioned it to me and I was just like, “Wow”. With Uber doing this, it’s a fantastic opportunity for people to broaden their horizons. 
Mohammad Irfan Chaudry: I think this is a brilliant idea. It's going to be very exciting and a very happy moment for me and a sense of achievement. 
Mariusz Zabrocki: I'm extremely happy that I can be part of this initiative. It's very rewarding. One of the proudest moments to see drivers graduating and getting new qualifications. 
