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Matthew Williams: My name is Matt Williams. I was born in Cornwall and I'm studying a degree apprenticeship through The Open University. My background is in education. I was a teacher and a safeguarding lead in a secondary school but I felt in that role that I was more providing information to services and social workers rather than bringing about change. So, I wanted to do something that was giving back to people and the community. 
Tracey Davey: I remember Matt well in his interview. He showed a real interest in making a difference with young people. The feedback from his Team Manager and on placement has been exceptional. He's really taken on board the values and the ethical dilemmas. 
Matthew Williams: The Open University suited me because of where we are in Cornwall. There's limited access to university and because I don't have to travel to lectures all the time it means that I can fit the lectures in around my everyday work. My substantive post is in Children's Social Care and I've just done a placement in Adult Social Care and looking at the differences between the two has been really interesting. As someone who was born in Cornwall and still lives here, to be able to work in the community that I live in is really important to me. Knowing that you can go into a family home and build relationships, look at what support is needed and try and promote that change I think is a really rewarding job.

