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Angelika Sroka: If you had asked me about five or six years ago if I was going to be a nurse, I wouldn't have said. I did Art and Design in college but, unfortunately, I, kind of, fell out of love with it so I applied for a job in a care home. I loved it. I worked myself up from a Healthcare Assistant to a Senior and then the district nurses persuaded me to apply for a job with them. When I started working with the Trust they were always very supportive about learning and achieving. So, the opportunity of a Nursing Associate came up and I applied for it. 

Natasha Wilson: Angelika qualified as a nursing associate and then wanted to top up to be a Registered Nurse. So she did her 24-month Nursing Associate apprenticeship and then went straight onto the Registered Nurse Degree Apprenticeship top up. She's very much one of our ambassadors for good patient care. She will do supervisions with some of my new students so I do pull on her quite a lot.

Angelika Sroka: The Open University learning is amazing. Any time you can email, you can call your tutors if you're really struggling and they are very supportive. I was able to learn and work at the same time and then having those placements opened my eyes to different services and what career I want to do in the future. I've been to my graduation for my Nursing Associate. I felt proud wearing that gown and walking up on that stage getting my certificate and I can't wait to do it all again.

